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Following the words of Toyama Kyuzo, tens of thousands of

Okinawans emigrated to the different countries of the world,

starting over a century ago. 

This booklet, commemorating the first conference outside

of Okinawa for Uchinanchu and Uchinanchu-at-Heart, is

proudly dedicated to the pioneer issei, whose courage, 

dedication, and sacrifice created the worldwide 

Okinawan Community.

“Let’s set out into the world. Our homes are the five continents.”

d e d i c a t i o n
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f o r w a r d

FIRST WORLDWIDE UCHINANCHU
CONFERENCE

The Okinawa Prefectural
Government organized three very
successful “Worldwide Uchinanchu
Festivals” in Okinawa in 1990,
1995 and 2001.  In Japan, only the
Okinawa Prefecture organizes such
events to gather descendents of
Okinawans (Uchinanchu) from all
over the world.  At the last festival in
2001, over 4,000 overseas
Uchinanchu par ticipated in the
event.  They commented that 5-6
years between festivals is too long
for this type of momentous gather-
ing.  It was suggested that meetings
take place in between these govern-
ment-sponsored festivals.

To satisfy this request, the “First
Worldwide Uchinanchu Conference”
is being held outside of Okinawa,
concurrently with the 21st Okinawan
Festival of the Hawaii United
Okinawa Association and  the 7th
International Conference of the
Worldwide Uchinanchu Business
Association.  It will be the first event
outside of Okinawa to invite
Uchinanchu from all over the world,
and is organized by the Hawaii
Okinawan community.

The primary purpose of the confer-
ence is to discuss and share the
history, identity and future of the

global Uchinanchu network, focus-
ing on the areas of culture, educa-
tion, women’s issues, wellness and
business.  “Sharing Uchinanchu
Aloha” is the conference theme and
reflects the unique Uchinanchu hos-
pitality found in Hawaii.

The major events 
of the conference are:

August 29, Friday
Goodwill Golf Tournament
Hickam Golf Course

Welcome Reception
Sheraton-Waikiki Hotel

August 30, Saturday
International Parade
Waikiki

Opening Ceremony
Okinawan Festival
Kapiolani Park

August 31, Sunday
Okinawan Festival
Kapiolani Park

September 1, Monday
Meetings
East-West Center

September 2, Tuesday
Meetings
East-West Center

Closing Ceremony
University of Hawaii
Baseball Stadium

The keynote speaker at the meet-
ings is Shinichi Maehara, Senior
Executive Director of the Television
News Depar tment, Okinawa
Television Company, a prominent
news anchorman in Okinawa.  His
interesting interviews of Uchinanchu
throughout the world were telecast
in Okinawa as part of his “Sekai no
Uchinanchu” series, and are
presently being shown in Hawaii on
the NGN station.  He will share his
interesting experiences with us.

The closing ceremony will consist
of a colorful Eisa Festival followed
by the exciting Rinken Band from
Okinawa, led by Rinken Teruya.  The
band has performed extensively in
Okinawa and Japan, as well as in
foreign countries, and will certainly
bring the conference to a rousing
conclusion.
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The information in this publication was gathered and compiled 

in a manner to insure maximum accuracy.  The First Worldwide

Uchinanchu Conference and Obun Hawaii, Inc. cannot and do not

guarantee the correctness of all information furnished to them,

hence, no responsibility for same can be, nor is, assumed.
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Greetings from
WUB–Hawaii

The members of the Hawaii Chapter of the Worldwide Uchinanchu Business 
network cordially welcome all 

participants to the First Worldwide Uchinanchu Conference.  
We are proud to have co-sponsored this historic event with the Hawaii United

Okinawa Association and hope that 
everyone finds it very worthwhile.
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c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  m e s s a g e s

United States Senator
Daniel K. Inouye

United States Senator
Daniel K. Akaka
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c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  m e s s a g e s

United States Congressman
Neil Abercrombie

United States Congressman
Ed Case



Jane Nakasone 
Jane’s Fountain

Jane’s Boutique

Would like to congratulate 

Hawaii United Okinawa Association 

and 

WUB  Hawaii 

(Worldwide Uchinanchu Business Association)

for hosting the 

First Worldwide Uchinanchu Conference

Richard S. Nakasone 
President

M. Nakasone Inc.

Congratulates 
Hawaii United Okinawa Association 

and 
WUB Hawaii 

(Worldwide Uchinanchu Business Association)

for hosting the 
First Worldwide Uchinanchu Conference
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c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  m e s s a g e s

State of Hawaii Governor
Linda Lingle

City & County of Honolulu Mayor
Jeremy Harris



Ed and Bobbi Kuba cordially extend their warmest aloha and sincerest 

mensore to all Uchinanchu and Uchinanchu-at-Heart attending the First Worldwide 
Uchinanchu Conference in Hawaii.

Edward M. Kuba, Attorney at Law

Bobbi Kuba, Office Manager

2908 Century Square Tel. : (808) 523-5858

1188 Bishop Street Fax : (808) 526-4505

Honolulu, Hawaii   96813 e-mail :     emkuba@yahoo.com
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c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  m e s s a g e s

Japan Consul General
Masatoshi Muto

Okinawa Governor
Keiichi Inamine
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c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  m e s s a g e s

WUB International President
Morimasa Goya

County of Maui Mayor
Alan M. Arakawa

GREETING

Morimasa Goya, president of WUB International

On behalf of the 21 chapters of the Worldwide Uchinanchu Business
Association, I am honored to welcome all of you to the First Worldwide
Uchinanchu Conference outside of Okinawa.

Since the first Uchinanchu immigrated in Hawaii in 1899, many more
Uchinanchu have emigrated to Peru, Brazil, Argentina, Philippine, Singapore
and Canada.  Although it is further beyond of our imagination, Issei have
overcome incredible hardships in their new lands.  We would like to express
our sincere respect to the Issei achievement.  Now more than 300,000
descendants are living in various countries and spirits of being Uchinanchu
are certainly passed on to the younger generations. 

WUB stands for Worldwide Uchinanchu Business, and our main purpose is
to promote business activities through Uchinanchu networks throughout the
world.  Businesses among our members have grown steadily.  Hawaii is our
first WUB chapter, so it is very appropriate this inaugural conference is being
held in Hawaii.  Presently other chapters are located in Okinawa, Osaka,
Tokyo, North America, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Peru, Bolivia,
China, Hong-Kong, Taiwan, Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore,
Guam, Maui and Europe.  We hold a WUB international conference each
year and this is our seventh WUB International Conference.  Since our first
WUB International Conference in 1997 in Hawaii, WUB members have gath-
ered in Los Angeles, Sao Paulo, Okinawa, Tokyo and Santa Cruz.  Though
we are struggling to establish our business networks with other chapters, we
have made many new friendships along the way.  We believe that our attempt
provides strong support for our Uchinanchu businesses, culture, values and
identities. 

You will have a chance to meet Uchinanchu from other countries during
this conference and will see different styles of living and feelings of being an
Uchinanchu.  Please enjoy the programs and creating new and renewing old
friendships today and have a memorable experience in our first immigrant
land, Hawaii.

Finally, I would like to congratulate the Hawaii United Okinawa Association
and WUB Hawaii for co-sponsoring this historic meeting and thank the many
hardworking volunteers for their efforts in making this a successful and pro-
ductive conference.

Ippe Nihei Debiru!
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c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  m e s s a g e s

County of Hawaii Mayor
Harry Kim

County of Kauai Mayor
Bryan J. Baptiste
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c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  m e s s a g e s

University of Hawaii President
Evan S. Dobelle

East-West Center President
Charles E. Morrison



Aloha to the participants of the 
First Worldwide Uchinanchu Conference 

in Hawaii
GMK Consulting, LLCGMK Consulting, LLC

Gary M. Kuba, CPA/ABV, CBA, ASA
PRINCIPAL

1001 Bishop St., Pauahi Tower, Suite 2100
Telephone: (808) 541-9311  •  Facsimile: (808) 541-9321

• Merger, Acquisition and Divestiture-Related Valuations
• Stategic Planning and Stockholder Valuations
• Tax-Motivated Valuations
• Intangible Asset Valuations
• Litigation-Related Valuation Services
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c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  m e s s a g e s

HUOA President
George Tamashiro

WUB President
Wesley Sakamoto
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c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  m e s s a g e s

WUC Steering Committee Co-Chairperson 
Keith Kaneshiro

WUC Steering Committee Co-Chairperson
Bob Nakasone




